
 

Livin’ the Goodlife 
This 20ft Goodlife Tourer will easily take you around Australia, and get 

you to many out-of-the-way places in real comfort…. Economically. 
 

Words and images by Lyall and Trish Booth 
 

When Brad Pendleton, the manager of Caravan World on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast first 
asked us to write a review on his new semi-off-road Goodlife Tourer 20ft 6inch caravan we 
were quite flattered as Trish and I have spent most of the past 12 years travelling in off-road 

or dirt road conditions in Central Australia, and we knew that this was a market segment that 
was growing rapidly. 

 
But when I first set eyes on Brad’s new, fashionably shaped and coloured Goodlife Tourer 
caravan, I noted that the van was fitted with the tried and proven load sharing leaf spring 

suspension and I thought, “I’m looking at the wrong van.  Surely this this stylish van is 
bitumen only.”  How wrong I was, but you’ll have to wait for the end of this article to find out 

why I was so wrong. 

The Van 

The van is the popular configuration of rear 
door, north-south bed at the front, and a 

full-width ensuite at the rear.  The external 
length of 20ft 6ins is, from our experience, 
one of the most practical sizes of caravan 

for space, comfort of living and ease of 
towing.  

 
This interior layout, along with the folding 
table, allows a feeling of interior space and 

practicality.  The light and airy feeling is 
enhanced by the inclusion of two clear 

skylights in the roof, one near the entrance  

 
door and a larger one over the bed. More 

on these skylights later in the story.  

The Build 
The frame is the traditional and economical 
Meranti with polystyrene insulation and the 

walls are a 3mm composite material with 
the outer layer being aluminium. The roof 

is a one-piece fiberglass with insulation 
panels. All the exterior panels are hail 
resistant and that is quite a blessing, 

particularly if you live in an area prone to 
hailstorms. The one-piece roof design 

reduces the number of joins and areas of 
possible leak and THAT can only contribute 
to your piece of mind. All other visible 

external areas/joins appeared to be well 
sealed. 

 
All the careful construction of the body is of 
limited value if the chassis is not up to the 

job.  Now, in our experience many “semi 
off-road” caravan chassis are only 4 inches 

deep (100mm) with many having an A-
frame of the same dimensions.  This is 
definitely NOT the case with the Goodlife 

Tourer.  



  
The chassis is 4 inches (100mm) deep with 

a 4 inch riser giving you a chassis depth of 
8 inches from the suspension mounts to 

the rear of the van. 
  

  
The A-frame is 6 inches (150mm) deep 
which, at the front of the van gives a total 

chassis depth of 10 inches…… that’s an 
impressive 250mm.  The chassis is Aussie 

made, 3mm steel so you can take comfort 
that this chassis should be robust. All the 

welds were very neat.  It was about here in 
my inspections that I realized that my 
initial assessment of this van’s ability to 

handle a bit of rough road may have been 
more than just a tad off the mark.   

The Critical Suspension, Wheels and 
Brakes 

 
 

OK.  So the chassis is sound.  How about 
the suspension and wheels?  I was 

pleasantly surprised to find that the van 
travelled on 16 inch wheels and tyres 

which apart from increasing the ground 
clearance, help smooth the ride and take 

the shock out of corrugations and potholes.  
 
In an era when many manufacturers are 

opting for independent suspensions with 
coil springs or air bags, the Goodlife  

manufacturer has opted for the tried and 
proven dual axle leaf spring setup with load 

sharing capability and electric drum brakes. 
This suspension is lightweight, easily 

serviceable, and effective on corrugations 
as I found out during this test.  More on 
this further into this article.   

Underneath…. Out Of Sight But Not 
Out Of Mind 
Between the chassis rails there were two 

95 litre water tanks protected by 
galvanized steel sheeting. And just forward 

of the tanks was a mechanical winch to 
allow the spare tyre to be stored away from 
prying eyes and the sun.  Interestingly 

(and very practically) there was another 
tyre mount on top of the A-frame, so this 

caravan has to capacity to carry TWO spare 
tyres.  Now, if ever you’ve travelled on 
rough roads in the more outback areas of 

this beautiful country you may have some 
appreciation of the advantages of two 

spare tyres.  The Goodlife Tourer gives you 
this option.  

 
 
 

The rest of the underneath was quite neat,  
with very little wiring and plumbing 

exposed, except for the white polypipe 
waste water plumbing at the rear which 
was quite exposed to potential rock 

damage.  However, that can be easily fixed 
with a winding of foam insulation.   

 
In an era where there is an increasing 
emphasis on being self-contained, I was 

surprised to find that there was no grey 
water tank fitted.  However, a quick look 

around revealed that all the necessary 
mounts were there so the installation of a 
grey water tank would not present much of 

a problem AND it would greatly enhance 
the van’s ability to stay in more out-of-the-

Front mounted spare wheel and Trish 
demonstrating the sidewinding jockey wheel 

Trish was impressed with the side winding handle 
on the jockey wheel. 



way places and many freecamps which now 
require a grey water tank.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The 

inclusion of a grey-water tank is an easy 
and cost effective means to upgrade the 

Goodlife Tourer and greatly enhance your 
ability to access some of the more scenic 
camping spots a little bit off the beaten 

track.  Have a talk to Brad and I’m sure 
this could be arranged before you head off 

on your next adventure.  

A Walk Around The Outside 
The A-frame is equipped with a 50mm 
towball, safety chains, two, 9Kg gas bottles 

and a high-mounted regulator, the spare 
tyre and mount, an insert between the A-
frame rails to allow you to carry firewood 

(more freecamping ability) or hoses, a 12 
pin electric plug and an Anderson Plug 

which will allow you to charge the chassis-
mounted 12 volt battery in the van. The 

jockey wheel has a side mounted winder 
which both Trish and I found much easier 
to use than the traditional top-mounted 

winder. 
 

There are four, drop-down stabilizer legs, 
one at each corner to help keep the van 
stable when parked.   

 
 
 
Down the left hand (passenger) side, 

there’s a through boot, a gas bayonet to so 
you can take your favourite barbecue 

along, the winding mechanism for the 
underslung spare tyre, a handy drop-down 
table, 240 Volt and TV outlets, two external 

LED lights, a fold-up step, an illuminated 
grab handle beside the door, and a roll-out 

annexe so you can spend your afternoons 
relaxing in the shade overlooking your 

favourite piece of Australian countryside. 
 
The rear has a three-bar bumper bar, 

thankfully with no extra weight such as a 
spare tyre or generator box.  The less 

weight back here the better for the stability 
of the van.   

 

Down the right 
hand side there 

was….. pleasant 
surprise…. a 
lockable, sealed 

generator box 
which will 

comfortably hold a 
Honda 2.2 or 

similar generator 
plus your power 
cord.  This van is 

looking more and 
more capable with 

every new feature 
I discover. Incidentally, a Honda generator 
this size will easily power the Ibis 4 air 

conditioner installed in the van, allowing 
you to remain camping when the 

temperature gets a trifle tropical. 
 
Next to the generator box is the hatch 

allowing access to the Dometic toilet 
cassette, then the waste water outlet, and 

the upper and lower vents which allow the 
224 litre Dometic 3-way fridge to remain 
cool.   

 
The water tank fillers are protected by 

lockable caps and are located high enough 
so that the tanks should fill easily without 
excessive blowback. 

 
Immediately forward of the alloy dual 

wheels are two battery boxes mounted on 
the chassis and out of harm’s way.   
 

 
 

 

Ready-
made 

mounts to 
allow easy 
installation 
of a grey 
water 
tank. 

Setup time under 10 minutes. Billy on the boil. 

 
Easily 

assessable 
battery 

boxes and 
deep cycle 

battery 



There is one 12 volt, 100 amp hour, deep 
cycle battery with the option of a second.  

The battery is kept topped up by a 160 
watt solar panel on the roof and a Projector 

Battery Management System which is 
mounted in its own compartment under a 
seat in the lounge.  The battery can also be 

charged from an external 240 Volt source 
through this system. 

 
Near the front is the gas/electric hot water 
system and the second door to the through 

boot.  The hot water system and the break-
away system are accessible through this 

hatch. 
 
The black aluminium chequerplate all 

around the bottom third of the body 
provides protection from stone damage and 

minor knocks. 
 

All told, the exterior indicates that this van 
is quite comprehensively equipped. 
 

Well, that’s most of the stuff that should 
interest you blokes. All this outdoor “stuff” 

enables you to travel to the places you 
want to visit.  Now to see if the lady of the 
house/caravan finds the interior as well 

equipped for an economical, semi-off-road 
caravan.   

 
We reckoned that Trish would be the ideal 
person to make that assessment as she 

and I have spent 11 of the past thirteen 
years travelling full-time in outback and 

central Australia.  Trish can appreciate the 
practicality and the look and feel of the 
interior of a van. 

Here’s Trish’s Story…. 
Lyall deliberately kept the interior from me 
until he could record my first impressions 
as I entered the van for the first time.  

 
But before I entered, 

I noticed that a 
pantry door on the 
left of the entry was 

hinged from the 
rear, allowing food, 

barbecue tools and 
whatever you need 
to entertain, to be 

accessed without 
having to enter the 

van. 
  

 

We had this feature built into our last big 
van and it was a real boon when 

entertaining or just for general outdoor life.   
 

The fashionably dark coloured, Dometic 2-
door fridge was impressively large but I 
was really impressed with the three pantry-

type doors to the left of the fridge.  Each of 
the two top ones contained a chrome, slide 

out pantry.  Very handy and allows easy 
access to all your commonly used foods 
and utensils….. without having to bend 

down to find what you need.  Fantastic.   
Entry was easy and if you’ve had a few 

more birthdays than you wish you’d had, or 
had a knee replacement, you’ll love the 
handrail on the right hand side as you 

enter the van. 
 

My first impressions were that the interior 
was very pleasantly bright and spacious 

with light pouring in from the two roof 
hatches.  I did notice the Ibis 4 air 
conditioner mounted in the roof. We have 

the same Ibis in our current van and it 
works very well, and quietly. 

 
I just loved the white patterned marble 
look of the benchtop which contrasted with 

the matte black sink, drainer and tap.   
 

 
 

The sink itself was HUGE, perhaps just a 
tad too huge if trying to be economical with 
water if free camping.  But it was 

impressive.  I loved the look.   
 

The marbled-look lid on the stove improved 
the usable bench space.  The Swift three 
burner, one electric hotplate stove (the 

same as ours, incidentally) was equipped 
with a griller and an oven.  I just love the 

practicality of the gas ovens in our 
caravans and you’ll find this classy black 
unit very handy for baking and roasting. 

 



There was quite a range of drawers and 
cupboards with ample room to store an 

incredible amount of kitchen “stuff” but I 
was particularly impressed that there were 

two pot drawers with ample room for all 
your pots as well as the frying pan.  All the 
drawers were on quality metal runners. 

  

 
 

The lounge/dining area with the fold out 
table and the classy looking grey pseudo 

leather looked, well, classy.  
It was very comfortable.  I couldn’t wait to 

fold out the table and set the table.  I’d be 
very happy to entertain anyone at that 
table setting.  I even tried out the fold-up, 

padded footrests.  Loved the comfort. 
Great for watching TV, or just taking it 

easy. 

Now THAT’s a Bedroom 

 
 

I’ll confess that I’m a fan of north-south 
beds because, not only do they look great, 
but they’re far easier to make than a bed 

that’s jammed up against the wall.  This 
bedroom had an added luxury touch of 

small compartments built into the bedside 
wardrobes.  Very handy for storing phones, 
glasses, books etc. A thoughtful and 

practical touch. 
 

Lifting the bed on its gas struts was very 
easy, even for me, and that revealed a 
large volume of storage space underneath. 

I’m confident that it would easily hold our 
guitar, button accordion and amplifiers, 

plus heaps of spare bedding.  (We’re 
travelling entertainers). I cheated and tried 

the mattress.  Quite comfortable. 
 
There are LED lights throughout the van 

and handy reading lights at the bedhead 
and beside the dining table.  All the lights 

can be controlled from a single switch 
mounted at head height just inside the 
main door. Very handy. 

 
There was a high-mounted and removable 

22” TV at the foot of the bed and it 
swivelled so it could be watched from the 

lounge. The radio housed in the end 
cupboard allows you to pipe your music to 
speakers inside the van or to external 

speakers on the left hand side. 
 

I found that I had tremendous control over 
the air and light I could let into the van.  
The clear overhead hatches had both insect 

screens and a light-blocking blind so that 
you could either watch the stars at night, 

block them out entirely or help keep the 
interior cool on sunny days. 
 

The double 
glazed side 

windows were 
easy to open 

and could be 
easily clicked 
into place.  The 

blockout/insect 
proof blinds were easy to use and I was 

quite impressed with their apparent 
robustness. The blinds/screens in our 
previous van were of this type and they 

proved to be very robust….and effective. 

I Loved The Ensuite 
You’ll be 
impressed 

with the 
practical and 

spacious 
ensuite which 
has a shower 

to the right, 
top-loader washing machine under a lift up 

benchtop, a stylish handbasin, an array of 
cupboards and face-height mirrors (good 
news for us, girls), a beautiful matte black 

handbasin and on the left, a Dometic 
cassette toilet.  
 



Fan hatches over the toilet and the 
fibreglass shower cubicle reduce humidity 

and keep the air fresh.  Incidentally, the 
tap and shower fittings were modern, 

square and the same matte black as the 
kitchen fittings.  Classy touch. All water to 
the ensuite can be provided from an 

external source if you’re in a van park, or 
from the van tanks by a 12 volt pump if 

you’re not connected to town water. To use 
the washing machine you’ll need to be 
connected to town water.  

 
Lyall and I have used these top loading 

washing machines since 2007 and found 
them to be very practical, quick and robust. 
If you just HAVE to wash when you’re away 

from town water, you’ll find that you can fill 
the machine from a bucket, but you’ll need 

your generator.  We’ve done that using 
water from a river on many occasions. 

Trish’s Summary 
I’m very impressed 

with the livability 
of this van. It’s 
spacious, light and 

airy, and in some 
areas it’s 

downright classy. 
It’s comfortable for two people who want to 

enjoy extended travelling around Australia. 
If Lyall fitted a greywater tank and perhaps 
another battery, (our camera gear and 

instruments use a fair bit of power), I could 
easily live in this van. 

Ok.  How Does It Go On The Road ..Or 
Dirt? 
Before we headed out on the road I 
carefully checked the weights of this 20ft 

van.  Its Tare (empty weight) is 2421Kg 
and the ATM (its maximum loaded weight) 

is 2900Kg, so you can lawfully pack 479Kg 
on board.  The ball weight was listed as 
140Kg (empty). 

  
Brad’s Ford Ranger easily handled the 2.4 

tonne caravan but I’d be a little happier on 
the highway if there was more weight on 

the ball. (Easily fixed …. just load it).  So 
there’s no need to rush out and buy a large 
tow vehicle because most of the commonly 

available 4Wd Utes and wagons will handle 
it easily. 

 
As soon as we turned off the highway and 
headed into the hills towards Mapleton, the 

driving experience really became fun.  The 
van sat comfortably behind the van 

through all the winding terrain, never 
giving me a second’s concern.  

 

 
 
 
Then we turned off the bitumen on to a 

formed gravel and corrugated road but the 
van hardly noticed it, even climbing a very 

steep gravel road which necessitated 4wd 
High Range and taking it all in its stride. 
Clouds of dust billowed behind and Trish 

was very apprehensive about the inside of 
Brad’s shiny new van when we parked it at 

the filming site.   
 
But we needn’t have been concerned 

because there wasn’t a skerrick of dust 
inside, convincing me that my initial 

assessment of the van was way off the 
mark and that, driven carefully, it was 
quite a competent semi-off-road van. 

The Wrap 
Both Trish and I agree that this 20ft 6in 
Goodlife Tourer caravan is suitable for a 
wide range of travellers, from a young 

couple venturing into their first caravan, to 
more senior people doing the same or even 

those who are downsizing their van 
because they have bought a smaller tow 
vehicle. 

 
It’s equally at home as a comfortable 

bitumen tourer as it is on slightly 
corrugated dirt roads for the slightly more 
adventurous traveller.  And at the quoted 

price of just over $60,900, it’s affordable to 
a wide range of people. 

 
To quote Trish, “ I could live in this van  
…..easily.” 

The Goodlife Tourer was a dream to tow on dirt roads. 



 


